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From the President

Dear Friends:

It's been another great year at Murray State College, and 
we are pleased to offer you a glimpse of 2017-18 within 
the pages of this year’s annual report. 

As you’ll have the opportunity to see within these pages, 
we have had wonderful successes in athletics, both with 
teams and individual players.  We received a grant from 
AT&T, several faculty members received accolades 
and awards from their peers, Regent Dr. Kay Helms 
was recognized as a significat woman in Oklahoma 
agriculture, and student successes just keep improving 
our campus community.  

We have graduates and students of all ages who 
are profiled here, and we take pride in their 
accomplishments.  Alumni and community members 
remain dedicated to the college, and their support is 
invaluable to Murray State.

Thank you for taking time to look back at the year with 
us, and we invite you to visit campus, enroll in classes, 
support our foundation, and attend athletic events.

You are always welcome at Murray State College.

Joy McDaniel, President
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 Justin Cellum named athletic director in addition to his 
duties as the college's head women's basketball.   Cellum will oversee 
all aspects athletic department operations including hiring of coaches, 
compliance, promotion, budget preparation, and facility management. 
Coach Cellum attained his master’s degree in secondary education 
from Cameron University.  His bachelor’s degree in accounting was 
also awarded by Cameron.  
 Prior to his tenure at Murray State College, Cellum spent five 
seasons at Cameron University (CU) in Lawton, Okla.  While at CU, 
he coached nine Lone Star Conference All-Conference Team members, 
three Lone Star Conference New Comers of the Year and Sabelle Diana, 
Lone Star Conference Player of the Year.
 Under Cellum’s guidance as women's head basketball coach 
over the past three seasons, the Lady Aggies have advanced to at least 
the semi-finals of Region II Basketball Tournament.  Cellum lead the 
team to a tournament win in 2015 during his first season as coach. 
Before 2015, the Lady Aggies hadn’t won a Region II Championship or 
advanced to the NJCAA National Tournament since 1981.
 Every player that has played both seasons of eligibility under 
Cellum has graduated from Murray State College.  Additionally, 
Cellum has coached three players who have been selected to represent 
MSC in the NJCAA All-Star Game.  Student athletes under his 
direction regularly earn scholarships to four-year institutions.

MSC catcher Jacob Padilla has been named a First-Team All-American by the National Junior College 
Athletic Association after a big year for the Aggies. He hit for a .375 average with 60 runs batted in.

Baseball successful on/off field scoring 3.28 team GPA



 First-place team members of this year’s Murray State College annual Aggie Open scholarship 
golf tournament included Drew McCarthick, Marlin Sullivan, Peyton Blevins, Nolen Henry and Chad 
Greer.  Second-place team members were Justin Rankins, Tom Hurley, Russell Washington, Bryson 
Powell and Van Stacey.

“It’s always such a fun event, and this year’s tournament was no exception.  We appreciate golfers 
and sponsors coming together to support scholarships for student athletes.  Involvement from this 
group really makes a difference in the lives of our students,” said MSC President Joy McDaniel.

Close to 50 golfers hit the links at Tishomingo’s Golf and Recreation Club to raise money for athletic 
scholarships at Murray State College.  The festive event also included meals prepared by college 
coaches with assistance from baseball, basketball, soccer, golf and softball players.

Par for the course

 Lady Aggies Basketball standout 
Hannah Howard (#23) represented 
Murray State College in the 2017 NJCAA 
All-Star Game in Niceville, Fla.  
 Howard was one of only 40 
players in the nation selected to attend 
all-star event.  She is a key player on the 
Lady Aggie’s basketball team, active 
in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA) and is a member of the President’s 
Scholars Program.
 Howard is a sophomore pursuing a 
double major in English and psychology.
She hopes to one day be a children’s 
counselor and a youth pastor.



OKLAHOMA’S Occupational Therapist of the Year
 Dr. Jayne Campanini (center above), program director for the Occupational Therapy Assistant 
Program has been named occupational therapist of the year by the Oklahoma Occupational Therapy 
Association (OKOTA).  Campanini was selected based on her dedication to the profession as well as 
her strength and leadership.  She was commended for taking on the role of program director at MSC 
during the accreditation process.
 “Dr. Campanini is an outstanding leader within the profession of occupational therapy and 
within our program at Murray State College.  We are extremely fortunate to have her as director of 
the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program and congratulate her on this impressive award,” MSC 
President Joy McDaniel said.
 The OKOTA is celebrating its 50th year as a professional organization and includes members 
from Oklahoma, other states and international locations.  Members act as mentors, promote OT 
within their communities, advance best practice in state regulatory agencies and at the state capitol, 
support related program development and provide continuing education opportunities.

MSC Student Success Center Director 
Christy Green is 2017 Outstanding 
OKADE Educator
 Murray State College faculty member and Student 
Success Center Director Christy Green (pictured above 
right) has been named 2017 Outstanding Educator by 
the Oklahoma Association for Developmental Education 
(OKADE). 
 Each year OKADE recognizes an educator in 
Oklahoma nominated for outstanding work with students 
in developmental classes.  Green, who was nominated by 
her peers, was chosen for her dedication and commitment.
 “We congratulate Christy on this amazing award.  
She truly is an outstanding educator, and students at 
Murray State College benefit greatly from her experience, 
enthusiasm and understanding of developmental 
education,” said MSC President Joy McDaniel.



Professor Kirk Rodden Earns Doctorate
 Murray State College Professor and Social Science Department Chair Kirk 
Rodden has earned a doctorate of education (Ed.D.) in educational leadership and 
policy analysis from East Tennessee State University in Johnson City, Tenn. The title of 
his dissertation was “At the Intersection of Politics and Higher Education: Policy, Power 
and Governing Boards in Oklahoma.”
 Rodden earned his master’s degree in political science from Oklahoma State 
University and his bachelor’s degree from Northeastern State University in Tahlequah. 
He is also a graduate of Kingston High School. He began teaching government and 
history at MSC in the fall of 1990. During his tenure with MSC, he has won the Neustadt 
Award for Teaching Excellence, Wanda Bass Award for Excellence in Teaching 
Oklahoma History, McCasland Award for Teaching Excellence and has been selected by 
MSC students as Teacher of the Year five times.
 Rodden has been chair of the social science department since 2002 and teaches 
Survey of American Government, Survey of American History before and since the Civil 
War, state and local government, and Oklahoma History.

Kirk Rodden, Ed.D.

The MSC Cultural Events Committee, in 
cooperation with Oklahoma Humanities 
(OH), the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH), and the Interfaith 
Youth Core is proud to announce two 
performances of “They Call Me Q.”
Award-winning actress, producer, 
TV host and philanthropist Qurrat 
Kadwani wrote the story of “They 
Call Me Q” about a girl from Bombay 
growing up in the Bronx. As she works 
to adjust to American culture, she seeks 
balance between the pressures from her 
traditional parents and new friends. 
Along the journey, Kadwani transforms 
into 13 characters representing those 
who have shaped her life, including her 
parents, teachers, and classmates.
Kadwani is the first South Asian female 
to have a solo play produced Off 
Broadway for which so many awards 
have been won, including Best Play 
and Best Actress.  Kadwani is pictured 
at right, center, with two members of 
MSC’s baseball team.

They Call Me Q



 Dr. Kay Helms (above left with MSC President Joy McDaniel), has been selected as a 
Significant Woman in Oklahoma Agriculture by the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Forestry.  Helms is a Murray State College Regent and former MSC faculty member.  “I believe 
you can measure your success as an educator by the success of your students.  Hands down my 
greatest accomplishment was helping to develop young people into responsible, gainfully employed 
citizens,” Helms said. 
 After retiring from MSC, Helms began offering low-cost spay and neuter clinics for low-
income families.  Working with local humane organizations in Coalgate, Broken Bow, Fort Towson 
and Ada, she performs around 2,000 surgeries a year.
 “We are honored to have Dr. Helms on our Board of Regents, and she is one of the outstanding 
individuals who helped make Murray State College the successful institution it is today.  Her 
contributions to animal science and agriculture in Oklahoma have been and continue to be inspiring 
and monumental,” MSC President Joy McDaniel said.

DOC KAY, Regent
....a Significant Woman in Oklahoma Agriculture

Dr. Helms and MSC Veterinary 
Technology Faculty Co-Chair 
Laura Sandmann (above left) put 
their heads together over which 
cattle merit bids at MSC’s annual 
bull and female auction. Right, 
Doc Kay and her husband enjoy 
ringside seats to all the auction 
action.  Above right, Helms shows 
MSC President Joy McDaniel 
auction updates online.



College hosts summer STEM camp for 8th/9th graders
 Eighth- and ninth- grade students from across Oklahoma were selected to join this 
year’s Murray State College Summer STEM Academy.  The STEM Academy at Murray is 
a four-day commuter camp that promotes student understanding of, along with interest 
in, science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) subjects through creative 
hands-on activities and local outings.

“STEM subjects have always been important building blocks for students.  We’ve been 
given a great opportunity through the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
grant to expose pre-college students to new ways of exploring and learning more about 
these important subjects in a fun and creative atmosphere,” said MSC President Joy 
McDaniel.

The camp was held in Ardmore at the University Center of Southern Oklahoma at no 
cost to students.  Campers enjoyed a full schedule each day, including nature outings, 
bridge building, special presentations, forensics and more.  Through classroom learning 
opportunities and multi-disciplinary studies integrated with technology, student 
campers were able to develop new skills and learn new ways of processing STEM 
subjects while learning and making new friends.

Oklahoma poet laureate speaks at Tishomingo library
 The Murray State College Language Arts Department sponsored an appearance 
by Oklahoma 2017-18 Poet Laureate Jeanetta Calhoun Mish at Tishomingo’s library on 
April 9, 2018.  

Mish’s most recent books are What I Learned at the War, a poetry collection (West End 
Press, 2016) and Oklahomeland: Essays (Lamar University Press, 2015). Her 2009 poetry 
collection, Work Is Love Made Visible (West End Press) won an Oklahoma Book Award, a 
Wrangler Award, and the WILLA Award from Women Writing the West. 

“We are so pleased that Dr. Mish put Tishomingo on her schedule of speaking 
engagements.  Learning more about her story and accomplishments was a great 
opportunity for us all,” said MSC President Joy McDaniel. 

Mish is also director of the Red Earth Creative Writing MFA @ Oklahoma City 
University where she serves as advisor to Red Earth Review and as a faculty mentor in 
writing pedagogy, professional writing, and the craft of poetry. 



Hall of Fame Inductees and Alumni Honored at Homecoming
 Murray State College Hall of Fame inductees were honored during Homecoming festivities on 
Saturday, November 4, 2017.  Ardmore philanthropist Jerome Westheimer Jr. was chosen to receive 
the 2017 Benefactor Award for his financial commitment to the men’s/women’s golf teams.  
 The Heritage Award was presented posthumously to Dr. William Pennington who served as 
president of Murray State College from 2004 to 2007.  
 Two recipients were selected to receive Distinguished Alumni awards for 2017.  The late 
Mike Hunter was selected for his role while a student on the MSC Livestock Judging Team and his 
contribution to promoting agriculture and FFA throughout the state. 
  Tishomingo businesswoman Peggy Shaffer, a 1968 graduate of MSC, was selected for her 
lifelong commitment to the mission of Murray State College and her dedication to Tishomingo.
 Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees included a former baseball coach and athletic director, a 
former baseball player and a basketball standout who became an associate district judge.  
 Former baseball coach and athletic director Rick Ridling was honored for his winning records 
and his commitment to student development.  Ridling, who coached at MSC from 1982-87, had 263 
wins. He held the record for the most wins in school history until this year (2017).
 Tommy Julian, a baseball standout from 1985-87 under Coach Ridling, was also honored.  His 
career ERA of 1.39, saves totaling 25 and combined appearance of 66 remain in place today. 
  The late Charles Migliorino was the nation’s sixth highest basketball scorer while at MSC.  
When he played for Hall of Fame coach Gene Robbins, Migliorino was only 17 years old.  He served 
Johnston County as an associate district judge for many years.

Honoree Rick 
Ridling, above 
center, poses with 
former teammates 
and coaches. Jerome 
Westheimer, Jr., 
right, poses with 
MSC Golf Coach Al 
Smith at the awards 
luncheon.

Honoree Peggy 
Shaffer, near left, 
is greeted by MSC 
alumnae Kay 
Lanier.   Tommy 
Julian, above left, 
is congratulated 
by Jerry Lawley.



MSC Foundation receives $20,000 gift from AT&T
 AT&T presented a $20,000 contribution to the Murray State College Foundation 
in support of the college’s K-14 Bridge program, which supports students working to 
obtain college course credits while still in high school through concurrent enrollment.
Over the past 15 years, interest in MSC college-level courses by high school students 
has increased significantly. 
 MSC’s concurrently enrolled students take classes in a traditional classroom, 
utilize distance learning options, or opt for online courses. To support these students as 
well as make more south central Oklahoma students aware of the opportunity to take 
college courses, MSC has established a K-14 Bridge program focused on outreach and 
support.
 AT&T’s support for Murray State College and its foundation is through AT&T 
Aspire, the company’s signature philanthropic initiative. AT&T Aspire helps equip 
all students with the skills they need to succeed in school and beyond. AT&T invests 
in education to help build a diverse, skilled and prepared workforce to power our 
company – and our country – for the future.



The Murray State College Phi Beta Lambda Chapter collected close to 400 non-perishable 
items during their 2017 Jane Bullard Memorial Food Drive in Tishomingo and Ardmore. 
Students delivered donations to the Salvation Army in Ardmore – where shelves were 
almost bare - and Our Neighbor’s Cupboard in Tishomingo.  

 
 The Murray State College Foundation hosted a benefit bingo event to raise funds for families 
in need during the holiday season. The event was organized by MSC President’s Scholars Program 
students, NICHE students and Leadership Class members.  
 “Friends from Tishomingo and beyond have always come out to show their support for the 
bingo benefit, and we’re hoping to make the holidays more special for those who need our help.  It’s 
a win-win evening with good friends and good food to benefit families in our communities,” said 
MSC President Joy McDaniel.
 When the event began six years ago, proceeds were enough to provide Christmas dinners for 
three families.  Recent events have raised enough money to provide dinners for 15-20 families, gifts 
for their children, and blessing bags filled with necessities for the homeless.

B - I - N - G - O

It’s part of our Mission at Murray State College
to provide opportunities for student learning, personal growth, professional 

success and community enhancement



 For more than 10 years, students in Murray State College’s veterinary technology 
program have hosted a Santa Night for children of Johnston County. What began as 
a “pictures with your pets” holiday event has morphed into one of the area’s most 
beloved holiday traditions, attracting hundreds of children and parents.
 On Santa Night, every child age 10 and under receives a gift from and a photo 
with Santa. The festive event features games, caroling, cookies, and hot chocolate for 
everyone attending. Preparation for the event includes extensive coordination with the 
North Pole to arrange transportation to Tishomingo for Santa and Mrs. Claus.
 “This is simply one of the most well-organized and important community-
service events we sponsor.  The veterinary technology program’s faculty and students 
raise money for and participate in this project with joy in their hearts and love for these 
kids. It truly is amazing,” said MSC President Joy McDaniel.
 In addition to the hard work from veterinary technology students, faculty 
and staff, partnerships and community support help fund the event. Students hold 
fundraisers, and community groups and individuals contribute to help offset the cost. 
  Thanks to generous donations in the past, organizers have been able to provide 
extra help when they see need within a specific family. One year, an entire Christmas 
was donated to a family including gifts, food, and a decorated tree. Another year, a 
child found a bicycle under his tree after a hard year for his family. 

A Holiday Tradition Continues



 For the second year, Murray State College has celebrated the Harvest Moon Festival, a Chinese 
ceremony dating back 3,600 years.  This festival focuses on sharing, giving thanks and offering 
prayers for babies, family and a good future.  Celebrations were held at the University Center of 
Southern Oklahoma (UCSO) in Ardmore and at MSC Tishomingo. 
 In 2006, mainland China recognized the Harvest Moon Festival as an intangible cultural 
heritage. Because of China's strong influence, the Harvest Moon continues to be celebrated by many 
Asian cultures. During the festival, people gather to remember and talk about family, especially 
family living far away or those not currently living. 
 The celebration at Murray State College was sponsored by the Cultural Events Committee 
and took place the same day the rest of the world participates in the festival. The MSC celebration 
included paper lanterns, an assortment of mooncakes, pomelos, and a variety of teas from China and 
other Asian countries to recreate the cultural significance of the event.
 “Community members are encouraged celebrate along with our faculty, staff and students.  
There will be stories shared and we encourage everyone, especially our international students and 
community members, to come and talk about family, friends and homelands.  It’s a special evening,” 
said MSC President Joy McDaniel.

Harvest Moon Festival on Campus
Ardmore and Tishomingo

CELEBRATIONS

Faculty event sponsors Dr. Robbie Pearson, top far left and 
Dr. Rebecca Jacobs-Pollez, above right and near left bottom, 
organized and participated in the festival.  Individual festivals 
were held in Ardmore and in Tishomingo for students and 
community members.  Participants shared stories of loved ones 
and sampled mooncakes and other culturally significant foods 
and beverages.



Murray State College Around the World
 The Murray State College Global Education Program has allowed students 
to explore new and exciting places around the world.  Since creation of the study 
abroad program, participants have traveled to Ireland, England, Sri Lanka, Dominican 
Republic, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Peru, and Belize.  
 Travel opportunities are designed for students, and community members 
can engage in MSC Study Abroad adventures as well.  The program is led by MSC 
Assistant Professor Michele Elmer who also teaches conservation courses as a full-time 
faculty member in the science department. 
 “I’ve heard Michele Elmer say that experiences gained in study/travel abroad 
courses often change the lives of students and all who participate,” said MSC President 
Joy McDaniel.
 “We also know graduates with degrees that include evidence of global 
awareness and education are often selected first in a competitive job search,” added 
McDaniel.
 Murray State College offers an associate of science degree in international 
studies that can lead to a bachelor’s degree at several four-year institutions in 
Oklahoma.  Study abroad courses may also be used for humanities credits or elective 
courses in many degree programs.  

"It is my pleasure to announce the opening of Murray State’s new student veterans’ lounge, The Bunker.  
It’s designed as a stress-free environment for veterans who need time to make plans, want space for 
making connections and seek a friendly place in which to make time for themselves and one another as 
part of a larger group. “ 



Murray State College and the Johnston County Chamber of Commerce were awarded the Regents 
Business Partnership Excellence Award for 2017.  The awards are presented annually by the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to highlight successful partnerships and to further 
cultivate the higher education environment through State Regents’ Economic Development 
Grants. Oklahoma’s colleges and universities are encouraged to apply for the awards by citing the 
relationship between the institution and a partner and describing how the partnership benefits 
academic and community climates. Twenty-eight awards were presented this year. The following 
is a description of the partnership between Murray State and the Johnston County Chamber of 
Commerce as it appeared in the recognition program.

As the hub for Johnston County economic development, the Johnston County Chamber of 
Commerce has moved the county forward by improving downtowns, supporting local businesses, 
and reaching out to new industries. The chamber works on a daily basis to serve and support local 
businesses while reaching out to those who have yet to discover Johnston County.  The chamber’s 
tourism development program capitalizes on the area’s natural beauty while promoting hunting 
and fishing which are two of the state’s largest business segments.  Murray State College has 
brought to Johnston County a wealth of resources in the form of talented faculty and staff, eager 
students, jobs that benefit the local economy and national recognition for specialized programs.  In 
an effort to revitalize Main Street areas, Murray State College has created thriving retail offerings 
in both downtown Tishomingo and Ardmore.  By working together, Murray State College and 
the Johnston County Chamber of Commerce are making strides daily on behalf of the county they 
serve.  Through combined leadership and outreach, a strong system of support has been formed 
within communities and also brought about regional growth.  With unity and strength of purpose, 
MSC and the Johnston County Chamber of Commerce have created a powerhouse that extends far 
beyond their shared county line.  

College and Chamber Receive Regents’ Business Partnership Excellence Award



For the second year in a row, students in the Murray State College Veterinary 
Technology Program were selected as Student Chapter of the Year by the National Association 
of Veterinary Technicians in America (NAVTA).  With over 200 student chapters eligible to apply, 
groups were evaluated on promotion of veterinary technology, community services involvement, 
leadership, and participation in NAVTA projects.  Chapter-specific projects that helped MSC 
veterinary technology students rise to the top included volunteer outreach with the Oklahoma State 
Fair Birthing Center, Poochella dog talent/costume contest in conjunction with the Johnston County 
Fair, a low-cost spay and neuter clinic, Santa Night and an open house for elementary students.

B.T. Ferguson named Donor-of-the-Year
 Tishomingo resident B.T. Ferguson was named Donor-of-the-Year by the Murray State College 
Foundation. Ferguson, whose support led to construction of a college’s new hog barn, funds a yearly 
scholarship that pays all expenses for one student to live and work on the MSC Farm.  He also 
provided the college with new swine this year to increase breeding operations.
 Ferguson served the college as an agriculture instructor from 1999-2014.  Before retirement, 
Ferguson also advised the college livestock judging team which won many awards during his tenure 
as coach.  He currently serves the college as manager of swine operations.
 During this year’s bull and female sale at Murray State College, Ferguson could be seen 
looking for just the right addition to his personal herd – or so it seemed.  At the sale’s end, Ferguson 
surprised MSC’s current Livestock Judging Team Coach Blaine Red with a female to begin a herd of 
his own. 

B.T. Ferguson and MSC President Joy McDaniel




